Palestinian History:  From Deir Yassin to The Wall 
                    

At the beginning of the Palestinian Intifada an Australian citizen wrote fair and accurate comment. The comment was:
 

"Why do Australia and the world feel it is all right for soldiers to shoot and kill young Palestinian boys and girls, but not East Timorese ones? The question can be answered in two words: The Holocaust. We of the Christian West bear too much guilt for the 2000-year persecution of the Jews, culminating in the Holocaust. We are afraid of being accused of being 'anti-Sematic'. The Zionists understand this. That is one of the reasons we are continually reminded of the Holocaust." (David Cunningham, Letters to the Editor, The Age, 9 October 2000.) 

Dear all,
The story of what happened to Palestinians in the village of  Deir Yassin 55 years ago is critical to understanding the current crisis taking place in the Middle East today.  Israeli historian Benny  Morris has said that the massacre at Deir Yassin  was the single most important event to precipitate Palestinian flight in 1948. 

The focus of the Deir Yassin Memorial is to remind the world of the  Palestinian experience of loss, dispossession, humiliation, and oppression so that the histories of both Arabs and Jews can be acknowledged, for without acknowledgment there is little basis for peace.

Deir Yassin Remembered is led by a Board of Jews and non-Jews, men and women, who believe that the two nationalities living within historical Palestine (Israel, Gaza, and the West Bank) must recognize each other's humanity and desire to live in peace.  Both must recognize the history of the victims of the Nazi Holocaust and the history of the victims of these victims, namely the Palestinians who have been driven from their homes, brutalized and dehumanised for over half a century.

On May 2003, Israel's nuclear whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu joined Deir Yassin Remembered Board of Advisers. Mr Vanunu is currently serving an 18-year term in prison for having blown the whistle on Israel's nuclear weapons program.  But he is expected to be released next April 22nd.

 

This April DYR is running two campaigns.  The first involves our annual commemorations organized this year on the theme From Deir Yassin to the Wall.  In the UK it will culminate in a performance under the same name, directed by Nadim Sawalha and performed on Sunday April 4th at the Royal Geographical Society.

The second campaign is being run in partnership with Sabeel UK and is focused on the fact that this year Deir Yassin Day falls on Good Friday.  The campaign will center on the Christian community but we may take it beyond that.

In the middle of April DYR founder, Professor Daniel McGowan, UK director of DYR, Paul Eisen, and Asem Judeh will be travelling to Israel for the release of our Board member, Mordechai Vanunu, after serving 18 years in Ashkelon Prison, 11 of which were in solitary confinement.  

 

Telling the truth about Deir Yassin clarifies who is the victim and who is the victimizer in the horrible carnage taking place in Israel/Palestine every day. Repeating the facts and figures about the massacre at Deir Yassin -- arguably the most important single event in 20th centaury Palestinian history -- destroys the myths and the propaganda on which Zionism has been built. These endeavour to build a Jewish state in a multi-cultural land has failed. Today half of the people in the lands controlled by Isrøael are not Jews; Israel is not a Jewish state; it is a state in which the privileged half of the population dominates the discourse and the lives of those who are not privileged.

 

Simon Wiesenthal once coined the slogan, "Hope lives when people remember."  That is true not only for those who remember the Holocaust, but for those who remember Deir Yassin.  For Palestinians, "remembering" the Holocaust will help them to understand the victim hood of those who have oppressed them and occupied them for so long.  For Israelis and other Zionists, "remembering" Deir Yassin will help them to understand the victimization of the Palestinians and why that must not be allowed to continue if ever there is to be peace between them.
For more information please visit DYR website www.deiryassin.org, for more information about Mordechai Vanunu please visit http://www.nonviolence.org/vanunu/
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